The complete molecule of the title compound, C 14 H 8 N 2 , is generated by a twofold rotation axis located at the midpoint of the biphenyl C-C bond. The dihedral angle between the symmetry-related phenyl rings is 46.16 (3) . In the crystal, molecules are linked by slipped parallel -interactions [centroid-centroid distance = 3.9451 (7) Å , normal distance = 3.6293 (5) Å , slippage 1.547 Å ], forming columns along the baxis direction.
Related literature
The title compound has been used as a reactant for phthalocyanine synthesis (Shimizu et al., 2011 (Shimizu et al., , 2014 . Related crystal structures were reported by Furukawa et al. (2008) and Paek et al. (1989) . For synthetic details, see: Wu et al. (2007) . 
S1. Experimental
The title compound was prepared by Suzuki coupling reaction of 2-bromobenzonitrile and 2-cyanophenyl boronic acid in acetonitrile (Wu et al., 2007) . Slow evaporation of a solution in acetone/ethyl acetate gave single crystals suitable for Xray analysis.
S2. Refinement
All H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with d(C-H) = 0.95 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radius. Symmetry-related atoms (not labelled) are generated by symmetry code x+1, y, -z+1/2. are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

